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A message from the Regent…January 8, 2020
Wow! 2020! Happy New Year! It is said it takes a village to raise a child. Well, in my case, it
takes caring chapter members to raise up a Regent! I truly thank you for helping me these past
six months. So much has gone on, from social fun to good meetings to a charity walk. We
packed fifteen boxes of cookies to deliver to Home for the Brave in Bridgeport in December. A
newsletter was created thanks to the talents of Nan Merolla and Alice Schroeder. We had
members willing to step up and take on the role of Committee Chairs in areas that were lacking.
Thank you to Mary Bendix who is willing to tally all those volunteer hours for the chapter. What
can you offer to make a difference in our Chapter?
We have exciting meeting and events ahead. As you know, we fund our scholarships through
fundraising events. Our Spring Tea Fundraiser will be held on April 19 at Redding Country Club. I
will need all your help, from compiling a list of invitees, creating an invitation, receiving RSVPs,
receiving guests at check-in and more! We will also have a teacup raffle so we will need to come
up with 6-8 good basket ideas. Put on your thinking caps. We will have a meeting in early
February. If you have ideas for social events or field trips, I would like to know about them. Shoot
me an email and tell me what they are!
I wish you the very best for 2020!

Lee Ann

DRUM HILL WRAPS UP 2019 WITH WARMTH
Drum Hill chapter drew the year
to a close at a December chapter
meeting that featured not one but
three service projects, a
genealogy program, a festive
holiday tea, and news from Maya
Boreen of her engagement!
Regent Lee Ann Schneider kindly
hosted the members on
December 15th at her home for a
fun afternoon of decorating boxes
of holiday cookies, collecting for
the Ridgefield Food Pantry, and
donating children’s books for
Read-to-Grow.
Then, cue the bubbly and treats!
Drum Hill members enjoy a delicious champagne holiday tea for their December
meeting after an afternoon of service projects.
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More than twenty dozen cookies were beautifully wrapped
and decorated to be taken to Home for the Brave, the Wilton
Fire House, and the Redding and Ridgefield police depts.

A beaming Maya Boreen (holding ribbon next to Andrea
Beebe) announced her engagement to Bob Rodriguez and
revealed her engagement ring.

Donations collected for the Ridgefield Food Pantry. Thank
you to the many members who gave so generously and to
Laura Stabell for delivering to the Food Pantry!

A bountiful assortment of children’s books donated by
members for Read-to-Grow. Thank you to Drum Hill donors
and Read-to Grow chair Pam Miller! See more on p. 6.

Wishing you a joyous start to 2020 from your sisters in
Drum Hill chapter NSDAR!

Your Drum Hill friends stayed busy this fall! Look for more photos and news about fall programs, Service to
America, the chapter holiday party, Wreaths Across America, CTDAR Fall State Meeting, West Point
tailgate and more, throughout the newsletter.
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SAVE THESE DATES: DRUM HILL WINTER / SPRING CALENDAR
Thu, January 16th
11:00 a.m.

Chapter meeting – “BING” with State Chaplain Lisa Melland
featuring Hendrie Administration jewelry and scarf for purchase
Meadow Ridge, 100 Redding Road, West Redding, CT. $10.

Thu, March 19th
11:00 a.m.

Chapter meeting –Maya Rodriguez on “Women and Finance”
Home of Maya Rodriguez. 74 Pin Oak Lane, Wilton. $10.

April 3rd & 4th

CTDAR 127th State Conference (more below)
Sheraton Hartford South, Rocky Hill CT.

Tue, April 7th
2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Spring Cleanup
Comstock Cemetery, Ridgefield Road, Wilton, CT. Bring helpers and food!

Date TBD
7:00 p.m.

Chapter Meeting – “Biography as History” with author Alice Schroeder
Wilton Library, 137 Old Ridgefield Rd. Wilton, CT.

Thurs, April 19th
3:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Spring Tea Fundraiser
Redding Country Club, Redding, CT.

Tue, May 5th
11:00 a.m.

CTDAR Spring Fling
Aqua Turf, Plantsville, CT.

Thu, May 19th
11:00 a.m.

Scholarship Program
Home of Mary Bendix, 112 Borglum Rd, Wilton, CT. $10.

June 24th – 28th

NSDAR 129th Continental Congress
Washington, D.C.

* note date change

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS:
* Don’t forget to log Service to America hours – there’s still time to log 2019 hours until FEBRUARY 1st –
thank you to all who volunteered -- click here www.dar.org/onlinetally.
* Kindly pay your online fee for entrée and dessert at chapter meeting. Click here using password “patriot”
to pay: www.drumhilldar.org/members-only.

JOIN DRUM HILL AT 127TH STATE CONFERENCE
CTDAR’S 127TH State Conference will take place April 3rd and 3th at the
Sheraton Hartford South, Rocky Hill, CT. We plan to send a strong
delegation to celebrate a great year for our chapter and our state. Join us
for two days of fun, service, patriotism and education with your
fellow members!
The call for the meeting will go out in February. However, CTDAR Vice
Regent Patricia Buxton has sent a notice that the room block at the highly
discounted rate of $105/night has VERY limited availability because of two
other meetings taking place at the hotel.
If you are thinking of attending, click here NOW for the discounted rate.
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservationlink.mi?id=1577731567931&key=GRP&app=resvlink
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DRUM HILL DAUGHTERS’ FABULOUS FALL!

West Point Tailgate – Lee Ann Schneider, Mary
Bendix, Debbie Gabler

Program: America Through Old Maps with Joel Third

Southwest District members gather for an informal party hosted by
District Director Mary Bendix to open the Fall State Meeting

Program: The American Legion with Adjutant Tom Moore

Alzheimer’s Walk – Louise Wagner, Kathleen Tesluk of Hannah
Benedict Carter Chapter, and Lee Ann Schneider

Program: How to use the DAR Genealogical
Research System
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HENDRIE ADMINISTRATION CHARTS THE COURSE AT FALL STATE MEETING
Regent Lee Ann Schneider led a delegation of six members of
Drum Hill chapter to the fall CTDAR State Meeting, September 2728 in Rocky Hill, CT. Newly installed State Regent Christy Hendrie
(right) presented the officers in her administration, their mission of
“Charting the Course,” and its roots in Connecticut’s nautical
history. A beautiful new scarf (middle right) and jewelry sold like
crazy and will be available for purchase at our January 15th
meeting. Bottom right, Lee Ann, Alice Schroeder, Sara Champion,
Mary Bendix and Louise Wagner getting ready for the formal
procession and receiving line. Bottom left, Southwest District
Director Mary Bendix delivers her report. Below, Lisa Pojano with
her son Dylan, president of C.S.C.A.R, who presented his project,
Heartsome Harmony, which provides musical instruments to Horns
4 Kids to be given to children who otherwise could not afford them.

Drum Hill Chapter – THE DRUMMER – Winter, 2020

5

SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION: READ TO GROW
` Education is one of the DAR’s three core missions, and chapters are encouraged to partner with
organizations that promote literacy. Drum Hill has chosen to support Connecticut’s Read to Grow,
which promotes language skills and literacy for children, beginning at birth, and supports parents as their
babies’ first teachers. Read to Grow is committed to making books a part of every child’s life from birth and
to supporting families playing a central role in their child’s early language and literacy.
How Read to Grow does it: teaches families to immerse their children in literacy from the pre-natal stage,
working with expecting families and parents all over the state, educating them about the importance of
literacy and how to read to their children. Gives families free books suitable for their child’s age, including
board books for infants, and places books in doctor’s offices and hospitals. See www.readtogrow.org.
Drum Hill chapter has:
* Established a Read to
Grow Committee, led by
Pam Miller. Thank you
Pam!
* Collected dozens of board
books for Read to Grow for
parents to read to infants.
Many thanks to Booksy in
Scotts Corners and to our
generous members, who
donated so many books!
* Voted to donate a further
$100 to Read to Grow to
buy another 80 books.

A few facts about childhood literacy from Read to Grow:
* Close to a quarter of American children live in poverty.
* By the age of 3, many children in low-income homes have not heard enough words
to be prepared for success in school. Some have heard as many as 30 million fewer
words than have children from families of higher income.
* Of children struggling to learn to read in 1st grade, nearly 90% will be poor readers in
4th grade, when reading to learn is essential.
* Children who are not reading at a proficient level by 4th grade are four times more
likely to drop out of high school.
* The number of books in a home has a more direct effect on the eventual level of a
child’s education than do the parents’ education and economic standing.
* The average middle-class child is likely to own 13 books at any given time, while the
average low-income neighborhood has one book for every 300 children.
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PRESIDENT GENERAL’S PROJECT: “MORE THAN A SEAT”
President General Denise Doring VanBuren has undertaken for her President
General’s Project the third and final phase of the restoration of Constitution Hall.
One of the most visible elements will be to restore, reupholster and reseat all of
the seats in our storied auditorium.
This project will require significant funding. Drum Hill members have the
opportunity to donate a total of $300, which will completely refurbish one seat.
Our chapter’s donation will then be recognized on the President General’s Donor
Recognition Wall.
As NSDAR explains, “The rows of chairs in Constitution Hall represent so much
more than merely a collection of seats. Each one signifies a moment in our
treasured history, each one is a witness to our past.” For more information visit
www.dar.org.
To contribute, bring a check in any amount to the next chapter meeting OR
mail to Jackie Putman, Treasurer, 16 Kiahs Brook Lane, Ridgefield, CT,
06877. Make the check payable to Drum Hill Chapter, NSDAR and be sure
to indicate that the donation’s purpose is for “More Than a Seat.”

Another Chance
to RISE and
SHINE!

DID YOU KNOW? DAR GRAVE MARKERS
Under our Society’s rules, any woman who has ever been
accepted as a member of the DAR is eligible to have a DAR
marker placed at her gravesite or to have the insignia etched
into her headstone. However, the DAR’s permission is
required, in part because the DAR keeps records of the
locations of all marked graves.
Fortunately, you can apply for a marker or obtain an insignia
etching pattern for yourself at any time, not leaving this task
to your loved ones.
* If for yourself, make the request to our chapter Regent
(Lee Ann). She will obtain the necessary permissions.
* If for someone else, make the request directly to the
Regent of her former chapter.

Handmade insignia at CTDAR’s Oliver
Ellsworth Homestead (alongside a reminder
not to touch the thermostat that protects our
beautiful collection of art and antiques).

* If that chapter was disbanded, or the Daughter was a
member-at-large, contact the National Society Office of the
Historian General.
For complete information and instructions about ordering
and purchasing markers and patterns for headstone
etchings, click here: www.dar.org/MemberMarkers.
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
December 14th, 2019 your chapter joined in support of Wreaths Across America with Captain David Hawley
Society C.A.R. and Wilton Congregational Church to lay wreaths at veterans’ graves in Sharp Hill cemetery
and Comstock cemetery in honor of those who have served in our armed forces. Among them were six
Revolutionary War soldiers who are buried in Comstock cemetery. For more information about the
movement to lay wreaths at veterans’ graves during the holidays click www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.
Lee Ann Schneider, Lisa Pojano, Mary Bendix, Pam Brown, and HODAR Bill Bendix brought wreaths and
attended moving ceremonies conducted by Hawley Society president Julian Pojano (bottom right in group
photo) who is Lisa’s son, and bugler Jake Katz, who played “Taps.”
Bottom right: the decorated grave
at Comstock cemetery of Capt.
David Dunning, ancestor of Drum
Hill member Debbie Garber.
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HOLIDAY PARTY

Scenes from the December 7th holiday
cocktail party at Lee Ann’s include a
delicious spread of food, the HODARs
gathered for a photo, and (left) four
new HODARs who were inducted (l to
r) Bill Dunnington, David Beebe, Greg
Putman, and Pierce McCreary.

A very special thanks to Lee Ann and Tom Schneider for the many times
they have hosted the Drum Hill chapter this year!
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MEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
* Anne Hamar, 45 years
* Holly McCreary, 40 years

IN MEMORIUM
* Longtime member Trudy Chandler passed away in Maine, age 92.
Click for obituary. https://westontoday.news/articles/200105-chandler
SO FAR THIS YEAR YOUR CHAPTER HAS….
* Donated $550 allocated as follows: $25 each to the four NSDAR charities; $100 to Oliver Ellsworth
Homestead; $150 to Home for the Brave (female veterans in Bridgeport); $150 to Domestic Violence Crisis
Center and $25 to St. Joseph School (supported by a member).
* Donated dozens of board books and voted to donate an additional $100 to buy more books for Read to
Grow. Thank you, Pam Miller, Read to Grow chair, and members who contributed.
* Wrapped and decorated 15 boxes of holiday cookies for Home for the Brave and another half-dozen
boxes for the Wilton Fire House and the Redding and Ridgefield Police Departments. Thank you, donors
and gift wrappers. (See p 2.)
* Collected a substantial amount of food donations for the Ridgefield Food Pantry. Thank you, donors and
Laura Stabell who carried the bags to the Food Pantry. (See p. 2.)
* Supported Captain David Hawley Society, C.A.R., and Wilton Congregational Church at Wreaths Across
America ceremonies on December 14th at Sharp Hill cemetery and Comstock cemetery. (See p. 8.)
* Voted in November to make Mary Bendix and Sarah Champion Honorary Regents in thanks for their past
service.
* Raised $350 for Alzheimer’s research in October for Service to America at the Alzheimer’s Walk on Calf
Pasture Beach in conjunction with the Hannah Benedict Carter chapter. Thank you to Louise Wagner and
Lee Ann Schneider who walked and Mary Bendix and Debbie Garber who donated. (See p. 4.)
* Cleaned up Comstock Cemetery in October for Service to America. Thank you, Jackie and Greg
Putman, Andrea Beebe, Katie and Gary Zigmond, Bobbi Kahan, Laura Stabell, Lisa and Christian Pojano
and Julian Pojano (C.S.C.A.R.), Debbie and Peter Garber, Mary and Bill Bendix and Lee Ann and Tom
Schneider.
* Sent a delegation of six members to the CTDAR Fall State Meeting, which we believe may have been the
largest participation from any chapter in the State. (See p. 5.)
* Indexed more than 38,000 records for the Patriot Records Project. Thank you, Alice Schroeder, Patriot
Records Committee chair.
* Collected a very nice assortment of backpacks and school supplies for the Crossnore School. We
received a lovely thank you note expressing appreciation. Thank you, DAR Schools Chair Pam Bochinski.
* Arranged to have the bell rung at Wilton Congregational Church for Constitution Week on Tuesday
September 10th at noon. Thank you, Pam Brown, Constitution Week chair.
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NSDAR PATHWAY OF THE PATRIOTS
The NSDAR is partnering with the US Semiquincentennial Commission,
USA 250 and others to create the “DAR Pathway of the Patriots” along
the Schuykill River Trail, a scenic multi-use trail that connects the nation’s
oldest botanical garden in Philadelphia with Valley Forge National Historic
Park. We will plant 250 trees and adopt them in memory of Revolutionary
War patriots, creating an online resource for public use. Special pins are
available to recognize donations to specific trees or to the project as a
whole. For more information on the project and the trees,
click www.dar.org/committees/special-committees/america-250/pathwaypatriots.

DAR INSIGNIA STORE COMING SOON
The DAR Insignia Store is on track to launch in
June, as promised! The store will launch with
new special offerings including the new President
General’s Project pin and commemorative pins
that recognize important events related to
America’s 250th birthday. The Insignia Task Force
has already hired an Insignia Director, contracted
with American manufacturers of jewelry-quality
pins, and contracted for sales-related
infrastructure.
The last date to place an order with Hamilton
Insignia is February 28th. If an item is in stock or
has been re-ordered and will be in stock by
February 28th, you can see it displayed on the
Hamilton website. If you do not see a pin or bar, it
is because Hamilton is out of stock, has not
reordered and does not plan to do so.
From February 28th until the opening of Continental
Congress in June, there will be no opportunity to
purchase pins. We have been assured the new
pins will be higher quality and well worth the wait!

If you do require an in-stock pin before June, you can
order it from Hamilton until February 28th. Note
however that in anticipation of the break, Hamilton
has been receiving a high volume of orders, which
has slowed their delivery times – so don’t wait until
the last minute!

MEMBER EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY
To learn more about everything the DAR does and offers and how you can make a difference as a
Daughter, sign up to take the online Member Course. As Honorary Regent Mary Bendix noted at the
December chapter meeting, although she has been a member for many years, when she took the course
last year, she learned so much she never knew about the DAR. She highly encourages even longtime
members to take the course. BONUS – we receive Chapter Achievement Points when you complete it.
Just email State Vice Regent Patricia Buxton at viceregent@ctdar.org and let her know you want to sign
up. Please refer to Drum Hill chapter and include your National Number.
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AMERICA250! UPCOMING ANNIVERSARY of the BOSTON MASSACRE
March 5, 2020 marks the 250th
Anniversary of the Boston
Massacre, the opening act of
the celebration of America’s
Semiquincentennial.
On that date, a crowd of colonists
in Boston, angered by British
colonial policies, began harassing
a British soldier who was
guarding the Custom House.
What began as a minor
altercation between colonists and
British soldiers ended in the death
of five colonists, and ultimately
had a major impact on the
attitudes of civilians throughout
the colonies who were weary of
British rule.
At the time, only two regiments of
British troops occupied a town of
16,000 colonists, many of whom
were patriots in the making. The
number of British troops was
enough to inflame these
colonists, yet too few to keep
order. Bitter skirmishes between
the troops and fledgling patriots
grew increasingly common.
On February 22nd, 1770, violence escalated when a mob attacked a store owned by a loyalist, pelting it with
rocks, and a nearby customs agent tried to break up the mob by firing his gun from the window of his own
home. By mischance he killed an 11-year-old boy, Christopher Seider, which enraged the colonists.
Tensions continued to mount until March 5th, 1770, a frigid, snowy evening, when private Hugh White was
the only soldier at the Custom House that held the King’s money. An angry mob approached and began
threatening him. At some point, White struck a colonist with his bayonet. In retaliation the colonists began
pelting him with snowballs, ice and even stones. White called for reinforcements and Captain Thomas
Preston and his troops took position in front of the Custom House. The violence escalated (accounts varied
as to which side was more to blame). Ultimately a British soldier fired a shot, followed by a volley that killed
five colonists and wounded six others. The first person killed, an African-American sailor and escaped slave,
Crispus Attucks, is considered by some to be the first martyr in the quest for independence.
The British were arrested and put on trial, with two convicted of manslaughter. Preston, who was found not
guilty, wrote later that the mob was lawless, but the British were wrong to fire on unarmed civilians and
should have shown restraint. The Sons of Liberty seized on the event to arouse patriotic fervor throughout
the colonies. The engraving above, by Paul Revere, “The Bloody Massacre in King-Street,” was created
only three weeks after the Massacre and has been called the most effective piece of propaganda in
American history, showing as it does an officer giving aggressive-looking soldiers an order to fire at close
range against well-dressed, peaceable gentlemen, a distressed-looking woman, and even a little dog.
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CHAPTER OFFICERS 2019 - 2020
Regent*
1st Vice Regent*
2nd Vice Regent*
Chaplain
Recording Secretary*
Treasurer*
Registrar*
Corresponding Secretary
Historian
Librarian
*Executive Committee

Lee Ann Schneider
Laura Stabell
Lisa Pojano
Joanne Moyler
Maya Boreen
Jackie Putman
Sara Champion
Mary Bendix
Alice Schroeder
Mary Bendix

leeanntom@gmail.com
laura.rebell@gmail.com
lisa@pojano.com
mayaohlrodriguez@gmail.com
jputman@gmail.com
sarachampionct@comcast.net
bendix.mary@gmail.com
alice.d.schroeder@gmail.com
bendix.mary@gmail.com

c: 203-858-1483
c: 203-209-8144
203-563-9694
203-938-2168
c: 203-482-4211
203-557-8618
203-438-5573
c: 203-247-1691
c: 203-273-5388
c: 203-247-1691

CHAPTER and NATIONAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS
American History
American Indians
Community Service Awards
Conservation
Constitution Week
DAR Good Citizen
DAR Magazine
DAR Patriot Records
DAR Project Patriot
DAR Scholarship
DAR Schools
DAR Service for Veterans
Email Administrator
Friends of the Library
Fundraising & Special Events
Genealogical Records
Historic Preservation
Indian Minute
Junior Membership
Lineage Research
Membership
National Defense Programs
Public Relations & Media
Read to Grow
Volunteer Genealogist
Women’s Issues
Webmaster
Yearbook Editor

Donna Conway
Lee Ann Schneider
Pamela Brown
Laura Stabell
Pamela Brown
Ellen Uzenoff
Jackie Putman
Alice Schroeder
Alice Schroeder
Ellen Uzenoff
Pam Bochinski
Sara Champion
Anne Hamar
Mary Bendix
Lee Ann Schneider
Sara Champion
Laura Stabell
Andrea Beebe
Emma Bendix
Louise Wagner
Mary Bendix
Lee Ann Schneider
Karen Heidinger
Lisa Pojano
Pam Miller
Sara Champion
Maya Boreen
Deborah Garber
Lisa Pojano
Anne Hamar

ddconway5@gmail.com
leeanntom@gmail.com
pbrown827@yahoo.com
laura.rebell@gmail.com
pbrown827@yahoo.com
ellen@uzenoff.com
jputman16@gmail.com
alice.d.schroeder@gmail.com
alice.d.schroeder@gmail.com
ellen@uzenoff.com
pdbochinski@gmail.com
sarachampionct@comcast.net
anne.hamar@hamarlaser.com
bendix.mary@gmail.com
leeanntom@gmail.com
sarachampionct@comcast.net
laura.rebell@gmail.com
arbeebe@aol.com
bendix.emma@gmail.com
louiseswagner@gmail.com
bendix.mary@gmail.com
leeanntom@gmail.com
heidingerk@yahoo.com
lisa@pojano.com
pammom86@hotmail.com
sarachampionct@comcast.net
mayaohlrodriguez@gmail.com
deborah.garber@gmail.com
lisa@pojano.com
anne.hamar@hamarlaser.com
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203-761-9132
c: 203-858-1483
203-834-0065
c: 203-209-8144
203-834-0065
203-227-8368
c: 203-667-8617
c: 203-273-5388
c: 203-273-5388
203-227-8368
203-454-3246
203-438-5573
c: 203-246-1306
c: 203-247-1691
c: 203-858-1483
203-438-5573
c: 203-209-8144
203-733-5088
c: 203-247-1691
203-938-9290
c: 203-247-1691
c: 203-858-1483
203-438-3490
203-563-9694
203-438-3233
203-438-5573
c: 203-482-4211
c: 203-210-7858
203-563-9694
c: 203-246-1306
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